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cross 14 weeksduring AugustDecember 2017 Drama Artists Ben Mali Macfadyen

and Sophie McCabeollaborated with teachers and pupilsghrough residenciesin 4

partner schools across Glasgowto explore the role of Drama and Storytelling
ithin Outdoor Learning.

The project encoulmged collaboration between the teachers, ypils and Drama Artist to
create a holistic programme of learningwhich will havea lasting legacy after the
residencies ae over. Teachers had the opportunity to celead sessions with the Drama
Artist, and lead their own sessionutilizing new skills in combining drama, storytelling and
outdoor learning.

The 4 partner Primary Schools wereBattlefield , Dalmarnock , Chirnsyde and Merrylee .
Alongside the residencies5 CPD Sessiongook placein Sepember and November2017 to
share best practice from the project to a wider community of primary teacherérom 25
further schools across Glasgow.

In total %A T $ OO\t toAPBag2017 project reached:

29 378

: 1,438 54 151
Primary : outdoor
Schools children classes teachers B

1.1 RESOURCES

In 2015, Drama Artist Ben created arDut to Play ‘ .
Resource Pack, showcasing 8 session plans | OUT TO PLAY

developed during theOut to Playpilot residenciesin rResoURce Pack
2015. Thesesessionplans are tailored for P1P7. s e
The 72 page resource is pcked full of tried and tested s = e

outdoor drama ideas, stories, games na creative
outdoor learning techniques fom the project. Every |
participating 2017 teacher received a pack to give
them further inspiration alongside the residency

We are currently developing a second edition
resource pack based on Out To Play 2017, which
will be made available to Outdoor Learnin g
Coordinators , teachers and educators throughout -
Scotland and the UK.



http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/resources/
http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/resources/

partner primary schools and nurseries to explore the role of Drama, Storglling

and Theatre in Outdoor Learning. The project seeks to facilitate interaction with the
natural world through quality artistic experiences, rethinking traditional views of nature
and noticing and appreciating nature on our doorstep.

Out to Playis a creative learning project in which Drama Artists collaborate with

Sessions are tdored to the unique surroundings of each school, and through imaginative

Pl AU AT A AAOGAT 6601 66 1 AAOT ET Ch /10606 O ol AU
our natural world. Following on from the successful pilot project in 2015, winner of

the peach particip ating school

work ed with a Drama Artist for a 7 week outdoor learning residency, with the whole
schoolparticipating.

2.1 KEYOUTCOMES

|

Children haveaccess to higher 378 outdoor sessionsfor 1,438 children were run by 2
quality outdoor learning experiencedDrama Artists. Thesefocused on the role of
opportunities storytelling and drama within outdoor learning. This unique
combinedfocus is one that many schools had little to no
experiencein, and gave them inspiration to implement
these techniqueswith future classes

9 CPD sessionsvere carried outin partner schools andto
the wider community and empowered151 Glasgow
teachers to engage their pupils with outdoor creative
learning. Evidence in the formof qualitative and
guantitative data has been collectedrom all participants to
ensure thequality of these experiencesand follow up
evaluations are to be carried out to ensure implementation
of techniques going forward.

A detailedResource Pack is being created toshare with
teachers and educators to use techniques from the
residencies tofurther engage and encourge outdoor
learning using interdisciplinary techniques.

Children spending more time All sessions were run outdoors , encouragingl,438
learning outdoors children and 54 classteachers to view the outdoors as a
valuable learning space and tencourage adeeper
connecion with nature.

Participating class teachers expressed a desire pursue
outdoor learning further with future classes  and to
encourage their schools to implementuture outdoor
learning plans.



http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/2016/06/eco-drama-winner-streets-ahead-awards/

Through engaging with the arts
and outdoor learning, dhildren

and young people have improved

Knowledge & Understanding,
Attitudes & Values, Enjoyment,
Inspiration & Creativity,
Behaviour & Progressioand
Skillsin relation to their learning
for sustainability.

Create positive change in the
lives of children andyoung
people by improving academic
attainment in relation to their
learning for sustainability.

Increased knowledge,
understanding and enthusiasm
for nature, leading toincreased
inspiration and commitment to
cherish and care for the natural
world.

Improve TeaA E Akn@wviedge,
confidence and skills in
delivering arts-based outdoor
learning.

Our evaluation process usesth&) OPE OET C , AA
initiative from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council
as a model formonitoring pupil progression.

Feedback from the project showsery positive progression
through each of these learning outcomes in relation to
learning for sustainability. For a full analysisof our
gualitative and quantitative data, seePage 1024

Our evaluationprocess included detailed teacher
evaluation, both qualitative and quantitative, where
teachers were given the pportunity to reflect on pupil
attainment in relation to learning for sustainability.

81% of teachers noticed a progression in pupil
attainment from participating in the Out to Play project.
Teachers were giverthe opportunity to expand on this
academic attainment.For full analysis see Pag25-30.

Our evaluation process usesth®) 1 OPEOET ¢ , /
initiative from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council
as a model for monitoing pupilsdprogression. Included in
this monitoring is an assessment of changes in Attitudes
AT A 6Al OAO O1 xAOA OEA 1 AOO!
#1171 AAOET T 6 NOAOOEekRage®-181 O

7 weekly sessions led by the Drama Artist enabled teachers
to increase their knowledge and understanding in using
drama and storytelling techniques in an outdoor session.
Teachers were encouraged to ctead and lead their own
sessionin week 5,allowing practical skills to be developed.

9 Continued Professional Developmen{CPD) sessions were
delivered throughout Out to Play 2017. 4 of these were
delivered by the Drama Artists for54 participating teachers
within the 4 partner schools. Sessions offered suppband
guidanceto teachers ahead of planningheir own creative
outdoor learning session in week 5, developing their ideas,
skills, knowledge and understanding in utilising drama and
storytelling within outdoor learning. A further 5 CPD
sessions were deliered to an additional97 teachers from
across 25 Glasgow Primary Schools, sharing ideas, skills,
resources and best practice from the Out to Play projecsee
page 3132 for a detailed analysis of teacher feedback from
the CPD Workshops.



2.2 EDUCATIONALLINKS

%AOAAOEIT EO AO OEA EAWDQ® Playas %idig linksOvth Zcéd O x |
Schools Topics and the current Scottish Schools education framewotke Curriculum for
Excellence.

Out to Play sessions were designed in collabotéon with each school and made
connections across the Curriculum for Excellence, with a particular focus on Sustainable
Development Elucation & Global Citizenship.

x D

Eco Schools
F Social Studies: People, Place Links
& Environment
ZScience: Planet Earth EFood & the Environment
F Expressive Arts: Drama & F Biodiversity
Music ¥ School Grounds
ELiteracy and English F Sustaining our World
F Health and Wellbeing F Waste Minimisation
E Technologies A E Litter
Curriculum for EEnergy
Excellence Links E Transport

\E Water /

2.3 MONITORING ANDEVALUATING

%OAl OAOCET T EO £O1T AAT AT OA1 tiéinitidices Btier@lids UsGo %A T
ensure that we are delivering relevant and useful learning experiences for pupils and
teachers in the schools which we visit.

For the Out to Play residency:

‘E Evaluation forms were distributed to pupils and teachers to canplete before and
after they had experiencedthe residency. These forms were designed to allow
pupils and teachers to offer their opinions on the experience, and allow Eco Drama
to monitor responses and progression, to ensure that the begossible learning
experience s being provided.

‘E We monitored throughout the project by regularly logging comments from pupils
and asking the classes to keep ®Vonder Box8to gather creative material and
personal responses generatethroughout the project.

‘E Teachers wee given the opportunity to reflect on ther experience each week
through a Creative Critique , designedas an ideaslog for their ongoing creative
outdoor learning teaching practice

For the CPD Sessions:Participating teachers were asked to fill inpledges andevaluation
forms after the CPD session



THE SESSIONSThe Drama Artists weretimetabled to work with each class for 1hour. Ben
and Sophieworked with up to 3 classes a day anthilored the sessions to suittach age and
stage, with similar themesconnecting each week. All sessionsaimed to make use of
outdoor spaces,to connectpupils with nature through creative play and imgination, and
to use storytelling and drama as the catalyst for doing soAfter the t wilight CPD, during
week 4 of the project , teachers were given the opportunity to plan and run their own
outdoor sessions during week 5, with support from the Drama Artist.

Qs ljourneyon O1 1T OEAO DPOI EAAOOR )81 1 AZEO weEndtE
see themselves as storytellers of their own lives, t hat they can shape their futures as
well as a more sustainable collective future on Earth. And most of all that they never
lose the incredible imaginations | have had the joy of adventuring alongs E A AK8ep
exploring! 6- Ben Mali McFadyen, Drama Artist, Out to Play

THEBLOGS Ben and Sophievrote regular blogs on the progress of eachesidency, detailing

th

e adventures, games played and stories told, reflecting on the journegys progressions

and dhallenges. You can readhe blogsHERE

Vo

O(O1 AGAAO 1 £ 2A@biteil A Oe EdgdAnd through various
imaginary landscapes , joined in with severalstor ies, playedumpteen games and
devised lots of short pieces of drama around themes including waste and recycling,
water, magical forest fairies, Just So stories, imaginary & invented creatures, snow, the
ET AECAT T OO0 PAIT PI A0 | BICGERRE AT A UTITI AT A I/'

() OEETE OEAO AAGEOA A& O 1 AAOMCEbaguakiol Al

whilst be ing a lot of funtoo 8 AAT 8 O " 11
& 9 ey ¢ >

curiosity at any age is imagination . The scale of ecological destruction we are facing i
critical, andunless people have a relationship with the natural world , they will have
no desire to protect it. The unique combination of storytelling and outdoor play

that Eco Drama is pioneering i®ne small step towards a more sustainable future,

7


http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/projects/out-to-play/
http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/2017/09/plays-second-journey-begins/
http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/2018/01/time-flies-youre-fun/
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| will think about the Matthew, P4 Blue, Battlefield the stories and
environment more. 0 | liked going
Autumn, P5/4, Merrylee back in time.
There was
nothing ) AE
I E Eshdniad
o) 1 EE P6 Red,
stories and Dalmarnock
games
because it
was really
fun and the
stories were ﬁPZ Red hada great \
Al _AUEI C time wit h Ben and
Daniella, P4a, will miss him very

\ Battlefield / much! His stories and

songs will stay with
us and help us to
remember him and

/CTD go on adventures more our adventures with
Before | through forests cause nature. 0P2 RedClass,
ever Ik ed Sophie inspired me. | Dalmarnock /
going out to thlnk about outsuzle a bit
play. Now | differently now -0
Iove.out to Marcus, P7, Chirnsyde
play 8 6 RN ¢
é?]?’ P4é3’ o ¢ (e loved the N
irsyde

games Sophie
played, we will
miss you, we
loved the stories
you told us 8 2
Class, Chirnsyde

A
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me feel happy. |
want to meet and

do some more
drama with the

drama artist 8 0
Qrim, P5a, Merrylee

At inspired [me] to help
save the environmen t in
AT U xAU bl OOE
Logan,P7, Merrylee

efore Ben came | was not
interested in n ature, now
after Ben came | am
interested in nature. 6
Abdulla, P6 Blue, Dalmarnock




