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1. Out to Play - Overview  
                        

cross 14 weeks during August-December 2017, Drama Artists Ben Mali Macfadyen 

and Sophie McCabe collaborated with teachers and pupils through residencies in 4 

partner schools across Glasgow, to explore the role of Drama  and Storytelling  

within Outdoor Learning.   

The project encouraged collaboration between the teachers, pupils and Drama Artist to 

create a holistic programme of learning which will  have a lasting legacy after the 

residencies are over. Teachers had the opportunity to co-lead sessions with the Drama 

Art ist, and lead their own session, utilizing new skills in combining drama, storytelling and 

outdoor learning.   

The 4 partner Primary Schools were Battlefield , Dalmarnock , Chirnsyde  and Merrylee . 

Alongside the residencies, 5 CPD Sessions took place in September and November 2017 to 

share best practice from the project to a wider community of primary teachers from 25 

further schools across Glasgow.  

In total %ÃÏ $ÒÁÍÁȭÓ Out to Play 2017 project reached: 

 

                      

1.1 RESOURCES 
            

In 2015, Drama Artist Ben created an Out to Play 

Resource Pack,  showcasing 8 session plans 

developed during the Out to Play pilot  residencies in 

2015.  These session plans are tailored for P1-P7. 

The 72 page resource is packed full of tried and tested 

outdoor drama ideas, stories, games and creative 

outdoor learning techniques from the project.  Every 

participating  2017 teacher received a pack to give 

them further inspiration  alongside the residency. 

We are currently  developing a second edition 

resource pack  based on Out To Play 2017 , which 

will be made available to Outdoor Learnin g 

Coordinators , teachers and educators throughout 

Scotland and the UK. 

29 
Primary 
Schools 

1,438 
children 

54 
classes 

151 
teachers  

378 
outdoor 
sessions 

A 

http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/resources/
http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/resources/
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2. What We Set Out to Do 

 
ut to Play is a creative learning project in which Drama Artists collaborate with 
partner primary schools and nurseries to explore the role of Drama, Storytelling 
and Theatre in Outdoor Learning. The project seeks to facilitate interaction with the 

natural world through quality artistic experiences, re-thinking traditional views of nature 
and noticing and appreciating nature on our doorstep.  
 
Sessions are tailored to the unique surroundings of each school, and through imaginative 
ÐÌÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÏÕÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȟ /ÕÔ ÔÏ 0ÌÁÙ ÁÉÍÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÅÐÅÎ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 
our natural world. Following on from the successful pilot project in 2015, winner of 
the Glasgow City Council Environmental Initiative Award 2016, each particip ating school 
worked with a Drama Artist for a 7 week outdoor learning residency, with the whole 
school participating. 

     
2.1 KEY OUTCOMES  

 

Outcome Outcome Achieved 
 
Children have access to higher 
quality outdoor learning 
opportunities  

 
378 outdoor sessions for 1,438 children  were run by 2 
experienced Drama Artists. These focused on the role of 
storytell ing and drama within outdoor learning. This unique 
combined focus is one that many schools had little to no 
experience in, and gave them inspiration to implement 
these techniques with future classes.  

 
9 CPD sessions were carried out in partner schools and to 
the wider community and empowered 151 Glasgow 
teachers  to engage their pupils with outdoor creative 
learning. Evidence in the form of qualitative and 
quantitative data has been collected from all participants to 
ensure the quality of these experiences, and follow up 
evaluations are to be carried out to ensure implementation 
of techniques going forward.  

 
A detailed Resource Pack is being created to share  with  
teachers and educators to use techniques from the 
residencies to further engage and encourage outdoor 
learning using interdisciplinary techniques.   
 

 
Children spending more time 
learning outdoors 

 

 
All sessions were run outdoors , encouraging 1,438 
children and 54 class teachers to view the outdoors as a 
valuable learning space and to encourage a deeper 
connection with nature.  
 
Participating class teachers expressed a desire to pursue 
outdoor learning further with future classes and to 
encourage their schools to implement future outdoor 
learning plans.   

O 

http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/2016/06/eco-drama-winner-streets-ahead-awards/


5 
 

 
Through engaging with the arts 
and outdoor learning, children 
and young people have improved 
Knowledge & Understanding, 
Attitudes & Values, Enjoyment, 
Inspiration & Creativity, 
Behaviour & Progression and 
Skills in relation to their learning 
for sustainability.  

 
Our evaluation process uses the Ȭ)ÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȭ 
initiative from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council 
as a model for monitoring pupil  progression.  

 
Feedback from the project shows very positive progression 
through each of these learning outcomes in relation to 
learning for sustainability. For a full analysis of our 
qualitative and quantitative data, see Page 10-24 
 

 
Create positive change in the 
lives of children and young 
people by improving academic 
attainment in relation to their 
learning for sustainability. 

 
Our evaluation process included detailed teacher      
evaluation, both qualitative and quantitative, where 
teachers were given the opportunity to reflect on pupil  
attainment in relation to learning for sustainability.   
 
81%  of teachers noticed a progression in pupil 
att ainment from participating in the Out to Play project. 
Teachers were given the opportunity to expand on this 
academic attainment. For full analysis see Page 25-30. 
 

 
Increased knowledge, 
understanding and enthusiasm 
for nature, leading to increased 
inspiration and commitment to 
cherish and care for the natural 
world.  

 
Our evaluation process uses the Ȭ)ÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȭ 
initiative from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council 
as a model for monitoring pupilsȭ progression. Included in 
this monitoring is an assessment of changes in Attitudes 
ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÕÅÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÅ 
#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎȱ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȢ &ÏÒ ÆÕÌÌ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ see Page 14-16 
 

 
Improve TeaÃÈÅÒÓȭ knowledge, 
confidence and skills in 
delivering arts-based outdoor 
learning. 
 

 
7 weekly sessions led by the Drama Artist enabled teachers 
to increase their knowledge and understanding in using 
drama and storytelling techniques in an outdoor session. 
Teachers were encouraged to co-lead and lead their own 
session in week 5, allowing practical skills to be developed.   

 
9 Continued Professional Development (CPD) sessions were 
delivered throughout Out to Play 2017. 4 of these were 
delivered by the Drama Artists for 54 participating teachers 
within the  4 partner schools. Sessions offered support and 
guidance to teachers ahead of planning their own creative 
outdoor learning session in week 5, developing their ideas, 
skills, knowledge and understanding in utilising drama and 
storytelling  within outdoor learning. A further 5 CPD 
sessions were delivered to an additional 97 teachers from 
across 25 Glasgow Primary Schools, sharing ideas, skills, 
resources and best practice from the Out to Play project. See 
page 31-32 for a detailed analysis of teacher feedback from 
the CPD Workshops. 
 

 



6 
 

2.2 EDUCATIONAL LINKS  
 

%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ %ÃÏ $ÒÁÍÁȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ Out to Play has strong links with Eco 

Schools Topics and the current Scottish Schools education framework, the Curriculum for 

Excellence.  

Out to Play sessions were designed in collaboration with each school and made 

connections across the Curriculum for Excellence, with a particular focus on Sustainable 

Development Education & Global Citizenship.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3 MONITORING AND EVALUATING  
 

%ÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ %ÃÏ $ÒÁÍÁȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁtion initiatives.  It enables us to 

ensure that we are delivering relevant and useful learning experiences for pupils and 

teachers in the schools which we visit.  

For the Out to Play residency:  

Έ Evaluation forms  were distributed to pupils and teachers to complete before and 

after they had experienced the residency. These forms were designed to allow 

pupils and teachers to offer their opinions on the experience, and allow Eco Drama 

to monitor responses and progression, to ensure that the best possible learning 

experience is being provided.   

Έ We monitored throughout the project by regularly logging comments from pupils 

and asking the classes to keep a ȬWonder Boxȭ to gather creative material and 

personal responses generated throughout the project.  

Έ Teachers were given the opportunity to reflect on their  experience each week 

through a Creative Critique , designed as an ideas log for their  ongoing creative 

outdoor learning teaching practice. 

 

For the CPD Sessions: Participating teachers were asked to fill in pledges and evaluation 

forms after the CPD session.  

ɆSocial Studies: People, Place 
& Environment 
ɆScience: Planet Earth 
ɆExpressive Arts: Drama & 

Music 
ɆLiteracy and English 
ɆHealth and Wellbeing  
ɆTechnologies 

Curriculum for 
Excellence Links  

ɆFood & the Environment  
ɆBiodiversity 
ɆSchool Grounds  
ɆSustaining our World 
ɆWaste Minimisation 
ɆLitter  
ɆEnergy 
ɆTransport 
ɆWater 

Eco Schools 
Links  
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3. Getting Out to Play   
                 

THE SESSIONS: The Drama Artists were timetabled to work with each class for 1 hour. Ben 

and Sophie worked with up to 3 classes a day and tailored the sessions to suit each age and 

stage, with similar themes connecting each week. All sessions aimed to make use of 

outdoor spaces, to connect pupils with nature through creative play and imagination, and 

to use storytelling and drama as the catalyst for doing so. After the t wilight CPD , during 

week 4 of  the project , teachers were given the opportunity to plan and run their own 

outdoor sessions during week 5, with support from  the Drama Artist.  

ȰAs I journey on  ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȟ )ȭÍ ÌÅÆÔ ×ÉÔÈ Á ×ÉÓÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ) ÈÁve met 

see themselves as storytellers of their own lives,  t hat the y can shape their futures as 

well as a more sustainable collective future on Earth. And most of all that they never 

lose the incredible imaginations I have had the joy of adventuring alongs ÉÄÅȣ Keep 

exploring!ȱ - Ben Mali McFadyen, Drama Artist, Out to Play 

THE BLOGS: Ben and Sophie wrote regular blogs on the progress of each residency, detailing 

the adventures, games played and stories told, reflecting on the journey, its progressions 

and challenges.  You can read the blogs HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÉÏÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ best pathway to 

curiosity at any age is imagination . The scale of ecological destruction we are facing is 

critical, and unless people have a relationship with the natural world , they will have 

no desire to protect it. The unique combination of storytelling and outdoor play  

that Eco Drama is pioneering is one small step towards a more sustainable future, 

whilst be ing a lot of fun tooȱȦ "ÅÎȭÓ "ÌÏÇ  

Ȱ(ÕÎÄÒÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ adventured across the playground  through various 

imaginary landscapes , joined in with several stor ies, played umpteen games  and 

devised lots of short pieces of drama  around themes including waste and recycling, 

water, magical forest fairies, Just So stories, imaginary & invented creatures, snow, the 

ÉÎÄÉÇÅÎÏÕÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÁÚÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅȣȱ  3ÏÐÈÉÅȭÓ "ÌÏÇ 

 

http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/projects/out-to-play/
http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/2017/09/plays-second-journey-begins/
http://www.ecodrama.co.uk/2018/01/time-flies-youre-fun/


8 
 

4. Pupil Feedback 
 

/  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ȱ/ÕÔ ÔÏ 0ÌÁÙ ÍÁÄe 
me feel happy. I 
want to meet and 
do some more 
drama with the 
drama artist Ȣȱ 
Prim, P5a, Merrylee 
 

Ȱ) ÌÉËÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
stories and 
games 
because it 
was really 
fun and the 
stories were 
ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇȦȱ 
Daniella, P4a, 
Battlefield 
 

Ȱ) ÌÉËÅÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 
the stories and 
I liked going 
back in time. 
There was 
nothing  ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
ÌÉËÅȦȱ Ahamad, 
P6 Red, 
Dalmarnock 

ȰWe loved the 
games Sophie 
played, we will 
miss you, we 
loved the  stories 
you told usȢȱ P2 
Class, Chirnsyde 

ȰP2 Red had a great 
time wit h Ben and 
will miss him very 
much! His stories and 
songs will stay with 
us and help us to 
remember him and 
our adventures with 
nature.ȱ P2 Red Class, 
Dalmarnock 

ȰI go on adventures more 
through forests cause 
Sophie inspired me. I 
think about outside a bit 
differently now .ȱ           
Marcus, P7, Chirnsyde 

ȰBefore I 
never lik ed 
going out to 
play. Now I 
love out to 
playȢȱ  
Lee, P4/3, 
Chirnsyde 
 

ȰIt inspired [me] to help 
save the environmen t in 
ÁÎÙ ×ÁÙ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢȰ  
Logan, P7, Merrylee 
 

Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅÄ /ÕÔ ÔÏ 0lay and 
I will think about the 
environment more. ȱ 
Autumn, P5/4, Merrylee 
 

Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢȱ 
Matthew, P4 Blue, Battlefield 

ȰBefore Ben came I was not 
interested in n ature, now 
after Ben came I am 
interested in nature. ȱ 
Abdulla, P6 Blue, Dalmarnock  


